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too good for the place, she seemed greatly agitated and exclaimed, c Oh don't, don't change your mind, do take me: I will consent to do anything, only do take me.'
"One day since they have been at Palazzo Parisani, Esmeralda was looking for something amongst her music. 4 You will find it in such an opera,' said Madame Victorine. 'Why, do you play also?' said Esmeralda, much surprised. c Yes,' said Madame Victorine, colouring deeply. 'Then will you play to me? ' said my sister. 4 Oh no, no,' said Madame Victorine, trembling all over. ; Then I hope you will play sometimes when I am out,' said Esmeralda, and this Madame Victorine said she would do, and it seemed to please her very much." 1
"March 26. The Santa Croce are perhaps really the oldest family in Rome. They claim descent from Valerius Publicola, and the spirit of his life, that which characterised c the good house that loved the people well,' still remains in the family. The other day Donna Vincenza Santa Croce was speaking of the Trinita cle' Monti,2 and the system of education there, and she said, 'I do so dislike those nuns: they are so worldly: they do so give in to rank, for when a girl of one of the great noble houses is there, they will make all the other girls stand up when she comes into a room! But this, you know, is not right, for it is only goodness and talent, not rank, that ought to make people esteemed in the world.' And was not this the spirit of Valerius Publicola speaking through his descendant?"
1  The mystery oi Madame Victorine was never cleared up.    In the .summer of 18(57 she suddenly expressed a wish to leave, though full of gratitude and affection for my sister, and she implied that she need no longer continue in service.    Probably she has returned into the spho.ro of life from which she evidently came.    She called herself Victorine Errard.
2  A celebrated convent in Kome, where the French nuns have a school, which is very popular.